Christie Felsing is Assistant Director of the Preucil School of Music (Iowa) where she has been a member of the violin faculty since 1996.  She received her Bachelor of Music degree in violin performance from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, studying violin with Vartan Manoogian and pedagogy with Marvin Rabin.  After a year of graduate studies at Boston University including long-term Suzuki teacher training, she pursued a nine-month Suzuki internship with Doris Preucil at the Preucil School.  Her experience there led her to complete a Master of Music degree in Suzuki pedagogy at Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville with John Kendall.  From 1994-96, she was a faculty member of the University of Hartford’s Hartt Suzuki Program, where she was Assistant Suzuki Chair.  Christie is a graduate of AMICI (Arts Management in Community Institutions), an administrative training program sponsored by the National Guild of Community Schools of the Arts.  She served as Violin Coordinator for the 2004 SAA Conference after being the Assistant Vln Coordinator in 2002.  Christie is a registered Teacher Trainer and current board member of the Suzuki Association of the Americas.
Mychal Gendron, guitarist, has been active as a teacher and performer for over twenty-five years. He has toured Brazil as a soloist under the aegis of Partners Of The Americas, has performed at the Fete di Limans in France and has presented recitals on concert series in the eastern and mid-western U.S., including all six New England States. Mychal has been an adjunct instructor at colleges and universities in the southern New England area since 1978 and is now an Artist Teacher in Guitar at the University of Rhode Island and a Teaching Associate in Guitar at Brown University.  Mychal has been a registered Suzuki Instructor since 1994 and is now a Suzuki Teacher Trainer in Guitar. He has been a faculty member at the Ann Arbor, Hartt and Colorado Suzuki Institutes and has been a presenter at Suzuki Conferences in 2002, 2004 and 2006. He maintains an active Suzuki Guitar studio at the Rhode Island Philharmonic Music School. 
Michele Horner, got her first guitar from her grandfather when she was 2.  Her principal guitar teachers have been Kevin Gallagher, head of the guitar department at Lawrence Conservatory (Wisconsin) and Frederic Hand, head of the guitar department at Purchase College (NY).  Michele has completed Suzuki guitar teacher training through Bk 9 with Bill Kossler, Frank Longay and David Madsen.  She is a graduate of Penn State University where she holds 2 school records in field hockey goalkeeping.   Michele added guitar instruction to the curriculum of the State College Suzuki Program (SCSP) when she joined the faculty in 2000. During her tenure as SCSP String Director, Michele's vision for multimedia collaborative performance led her to create innovative programs for the SCSP featuring a confluence of music, visual arts, and dance.  In 2006 SCSP was one of only four American Suzuki schools selected by audition to perform a featured concert at the 14th Suzuki World Convention in Turin, Italy.  She is currently on the faculty of the Greenwich Suzuki Academy (CT).
James Hutchins grew up a Suzuki student.  He received a grant to spend 2 weeks studying & observing Suzuki Method in Japan and played for Dr. Suzuki at his home.  His students have performed at the White House, the U.S. Capitol, National Zoo, Kennedy Center, an Orioles baseball game.  He has led his tour group to Iceland and a good will tour to the Bahamas.  James has worked as a guest clinician at Suzuki workshops and institutes in over a dozen states and several foreign countries and has performed throughout the U.S. and internationally.  

Chizu Kataoka was born in St. Louis, MO, to a musical family. Her mother was one of the first Japanese teachers Dr. Suzuki sent to the U.S. to introduce his method.  At 14, Chizu traveled to Matsumoto to study with Dr. Suzuki for 4 years. As a member of Dr. Suzuki’s tour group, she performed violin & cello solos in 45 cities in the U. S from 1986-88. She appeared as soloist with the Toronto Symphony, the Virginia Beach Community Orchestra and with the Berlin Radio Symphony. In 1988, Chizu became the youngest student to graduate from the Talent Education Institute when she received her teaching certificate in violin and cello.  She then received her B.M. from Indiana U with the late Josef Gingold and Yuval Yaron, and her M.M. from the Manhattan School of Music with Mitchell Stern. 
 She has been on the faculty of Manhattan School of Music, Lucy Moses School of Music and Dance in N.Y.C., the Suzuki Institute of St. Louis, and the ECISD in Odessa, TX. She has been a director or clinician at several Suzuki workshops.  She regularly teaches master classes in several cities in Japan. 

Ms. Kataoka has held the position of Concertmaster of the New York String Orchestra, Associate Concertmaster of the Midland-Odessa and the Staten Island Symphonies, first violinist with the Austin Symphony, and has also performed with the San Antonio Symphony, San Antonio Lyric Opera, American Symphony and Brooklyn Philharmonic. 
Brian Lewis’ performances include concerto debuts in both New York’s Carnegie Hall and Avery Fisher Hall, as well as performances with symphonies such as the Berlin, Odense (Denmark), Syracuse, Greenwich, and American symphony orchestras. He has given solo recitals in Australia, Canada, Denmark, England, France, Puerto Rico, Mexico, Japan, and the US. He has recorded six CDs, most recently for Delos as soloist with the London Symphony of music by Leonard Bernstein and Hollywood composer Michael McLean. Activities in Central and South America include a residency in San Jose for the U.S.-Costa Rican Cultural Center, recitals and master classes throughout Honduras for the United States Information Agency, and concerto performances with the Philharmonic of Lima in Peru. Radio and television appearances include performances on WNYC, WFMT (Chicago), National Public Radio, and CBS “Sunday Morning.” An advocate for music education in the schools, Mr. Lewis frequently presents concerts, workshops, and master classes for Young Audiences of Houston. Named National Artist of the Year in 1998 by Young Audiences, Inc., he was also presented the 2003 Fredell Lack Award by YAH for having performed for more than 165,000 young people in the Houston area over the past eight years. Mr. Lewis is the David and Mary Winton Green Chair Fellow in String Performance and Pedagogy at The University of Texas at Austin. In 2005-06, Mr. Lewis received both the Texas Exes Teaching Award and the School of Music Teaching Excellence Award. Mr. Lewis is also Artistic Director of the Starling-DeLay Symposium on Violin Studies at The Juilliard School in New York City, concertmaster of the River Oaks Chamber Orchestra in Houston, and Artistic Director of the Starling Distinguished Violinist Series at UT.
Tammy Linn earned her BM from the New England Conservatory, MM from the North Carolina School of the Arts, and DMA from the University of Texas at Austin. She remains indebted to all the wonderful people who have nurtured her in her musical journey, especially to her Suzuki teachers and mentors, Barbara Barber and Brian Lewis. Tammy currently resides in Austin, TX where she teaches, freelances, and coordinates the Starling Distinguished Violinist Series 
Kristi Manno, co-founder of the Bluebonnet Suzuki Studio in Round Rock, grew up in Austin, Texas, and studied violin with Laurie Scott and Bill Dick. She quickly developed an interest in violin pedagogy, studying the life of Dr. Suzuki and auditing several units of Suzuki training during high school. She holds degrees from the University of Houston, where she double-majored in Music and History and the University of Hartford, where she earned a Master of Music in Violin Performance with an Emphasis in Suzuki Pedagogy as a student of Katie Lansdale. She has registered teacher training through Book 8, and her trainers have included Ronda Cole, Linda Fiore, Marilyn O’Boyle, and Ed Sprunger.  Before returning to the Austin area, Kristi built studios in Houston, Bermuda (as a faculty member of the Bermuda Conservatory of Music), and West Hartford, CT. She has taught at institutes and workshops around Texas, and was a presenter at the American String Teachers’ Association National Conference in Dallas in 2004. In addition to her teaching, Kristi is looking forward to the experience of becoming a Suzuki mom as her daughter, Samantha, prepares to embark on her own musical journey. 
Lucy Shaw, originally from Halifax, Nova Scotia, resides in Houston.   She studied with Sergiu Luca at the Shepherd School of Music at Rice University and graduated in 1985 with a Master of Music degree.  She maintains a private violin studio in Houston, plays professionally, and is a clinician at various Suzuki institutes and workshops.
Kimberly Meier-Sims Director of Sato Center for Suzuki Studies, received a Bachelor of Music degree in education and violin performance from Southern Illinois University at Edwards-ville and a Master of Arts degree in violin performance from Western Illinois University. Her teachers have included John Kendall, Allen Ohmes, and Almita Vamos. She has taken long term Suzuki training with John Kendall, Almita Vamos, and Doris Preucil. The summer of 1986 she studied violin and pedagogy with Dr. Shinichi Suzuki. Ms. Meier-Sims was a full-time violin instructor at the Preucil School of Music (1984-1996). At The University of Memphis Scheidt School of Music (1996-2004) she was a member of the music faculty conducting the graduate Suzuki pedagogy program, coordinating the Suzuki String Prep Program, and directing the Suzuki String Summer Institute. She held positions in the Cedar Rapids Symphony (1984-1996) and was a frequent substitute in the Memphis Symphony. She has published articles in the American Suzuki Journal and the Tennessee Musician. In 2001 she won Tennessee's "Outstanding Teacher Award" and the "Tennessee Governor's School Award." She has taught at Suzuki institutes and workshops throughout the U.S. and Ireland. In 2002 she was the violin coordinator for the American Suzuki Conference in Minneapolis. She was appointed to the Cleveland Institute of Music faculty in 2004.

Dr. Stephen Sims teaches violin at the Sato Center for Suzuki Studies at the Cleveland Institute of Music, and at Denison University. He has taught at numerous Suzuki workshops and institutes around the country, and teaches regularly at Sound Encounters in Ottawa, Kansas, and the Ottawa Suzuki Institute. An orchestral musician for many years, he has served as Assistant Concertmaster of the North Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, Concertmaster of the Cedar Rapids Symphony Orchestra, and Assistant Principal Violin of the Memphis Symphony Orchestra. He has performed as soloist with several orchestras, and has given recitals throughout the United States and in Ireland.

Nicolette Solomon is Executive Director and  President of the Suzuki Institute of Dallas.  Ms. Solomon was born and raised in South Africa. Nicolette completed her High School and University studies under the tutelage of Alan Solomon, who introduced her to the implementation of the Suzuki method. In 1975 she played at the International Festival of Youth Orchestras in Scotland and later toured Europe and Israel. She has played in the International Festival Orchestra at the Royal Albert Hall, London and performed in Israel, Taiwan and Hong Kong with Harmonia Juventia. She performed Chamber Music from 1974 – 1981 with Betty Pack and Alan Solomon. She has also been an Adjudicator/Examiner for music competitions and examinations in South Africa.
Nicolette Solomon obtained a Bachelor of Music (Honors) and Higher Education Diploma (Post Graduate) at Witwatersrand University in Johannesburg, South Africa. Her Suzuki training continued with Christophe Bossaut at the Ecole Suzuki in Lyon, France. Nicolette studied with Dr. Suzuki at the Talent Education Research Institute in Matsumoto, Japan in 1992. During that training, she taught at a private studio in Nagano City, Japan and at Shinshu University. Ms. Solomon founded and directed the Solomon Suzuki School in Johannesburg, South Africa.
In 1994, Ms. Solomon attended the International Strings workshop in France, playing in the Eduard Melckus Baroque Ensemble. She has taught at Suzuki workshops in South Africa, Ireland, New Zealand and continues to teach at workshops and institutes throughout the USA.
Tim Washecka, violinist and violist, co-founded the Bluebonnet Suzuki Studio in Round Rock, Tx.  He was an original member of the Texas Suzuki Tour Group, directed by Laurie Scott and Bill Dick, performing throughout Texas, Colorado, New Mexico, as well as for the Suzuki Conference in Chicago and in Carnegie Hall.  Tim attended Oberlin College and holds a B.M. in violin performance from the University of Houston and a M.M. in viola performance, and was a member of the Houston Grand Opera’s viola section from 2000-2002.  Tim took long-term teacher training at the University of Hartford, where he was also on the faculty of the Hartt School of Music’s Community Division.  In 2005 Tim and his wife returned to Texas to start a Suzuki studio and be closer to family, and have since built a studio of 40+ students.  In his free time, Tim enjoys traveling, playing golf, building stained glass and playing with his daughter
Carl van Wyk (Enrichment & piano accompanist) graduated cum laude with a Bachelor of Music degree in 1964 and completed his Master of Music degree in 1965. Carl van Wyk has composed more than forty works. He has served as accompanist at a number of Suzuki institutes and presents computer-driven composition and theory classes at the Colorado Suzuki Institute and other institutes.
